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GeoPlatform Community Object

The GeoPlatform.gov portfolio 

model provides support for 

multiple geospatial objects 

including datasets, services, 

layers, maps and galleries.

Å Related objects can be linked 

in GeoPlatform

GeoPlatform also supports communities; designed to be a ñmulti-agency 

workspace for sharing data and information about topical or event based 

occurrences of national and regional significanceò. 

Å This presentation will describe the process of creating the Resilience Community 

in GeoPlatform and subsequent best practices/ lessons learned.    



Å Included the launch of a climate-focused 

section of Data.gov (data.gov/climate) on 

March 19, 2014

Å Data collection composed of approximately 

700 freely available federal datasets curated 

by subject matter experts into 9 thematic 

areas 

Å NASA was appointed as the lead agency in 

developing the Climate Data Initiative web 

presence

Å NASA continues to maintain the collection 

and provide periodic updates as needed

ï See Ramachandran et al. 2016 in 

Computers & Geosciences
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Beyond Data.gov

Data are increasingly served through a variety of web services (e.g., Esri REST, OGC, 

OPeNDAP)

>>> Hundreds of services were curated into the CDI collection, but Data.gov does not 

highlight services as a concept (hidden in metadata)

>>> In order to expose the CDI collection to a new and growing user community, IMPACT 

has partnered with GeoPlatform to develop the Resilience Community.

Å The Resilience community serves as an interactive, topically-focused 

web portal that further promotes and shares CDI web content, and 

provides access to CDI datasets, services, maps, and other tools 

relevant to global resilience and change.



Building a Community in GeoPlatform

Step 1:

Request to create a community: 

https://www.geoplatform.gov/resources/communities/

https://www.geoplatform.gov/resources/communities/
https://www.geoplatform.gov/help/community/getting-started/


Building a Community in GeoPlatform

Step 2:

Identify objects to include in your community (datasets, services, 
layers, etc.) 

Å Bring objects into your 
GeoPlatform Community 

Å Manually using Object Editor

Å Via an automated harvest source set 
up in collaboration with GeoPlatform

Å Link related objects using Object 
Editor (e.g. identify related 
services, layers, maps etc.)



Resilience Community Objects

Å ISO 19139 metadata records for each CDI 

dataset were imported from Data.gov into 

GeoPlatform.

Å Resilience Community curators used 

GeoPlatformôs portfolio curation tool, Object 

Editor, to establish a network of linked 

portfolio objects (datasets, services, layers, 

etc.)

Å The most critical curatorial step was the 

tagging of objects with the CDI theme tags.

Å The tags are registered in the 

GeoPlatform as SKOS concepts and aid 

users in filtering the collection.

GeoPlatform.gov

Curators enrich metadata and create a 

network of linked portfolio objects

Object 

Editor

Ad hoc imports of ISO 

metadata documents

Data.gov
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Objects can be tagged with 

other keywords and 

taxonomies, such as the 

Global Change Master 

Directory (GCMD), 

increasing discoverability 

among different user topics.

RESILIENCE 

PORTFOLIO

35 datasets in the Resilience 

community overlap with the 

National Geospatial Data 

Asset (NGDA) Portfolio as 

part of the FGDC.

GeoPlatformôs unique applications, such as the 

GeoPlatform Map Viewer, allows users to create 

stunning maps and tools to share amongst their 

colleagues using Resilience community data.

Figure 4: Drought and rainfall conditions across 

the conterminous United States.

óRelated 

Resourcesô for 

each object can 

be curated to 

include relevant 

assets, including 

similar datasets.
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Resilience Community Website

Step 3:

Build a community web presence using WordPress

https://communities.geoplatform.gov/resilience/


Resilience Community Website: Homepage

Home page displays the 9 CDI thematic areas


